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AUSTRALIA  CONTINUES  TO  RELAX 
IMPORT  RESTRICTIONS 

In  continuation  of  its  earlier  policy  of  relaxing  import  restrictions, 
Australia  eliminated  import  licensing  for  about  90  percent  of  its  imports 
as  of  February  22,  i960.    This  action  was  effective  for  the  March-June 
licensing  period. 

Some  of  the  agricultural  commodities  of  major  interest  to  U.  S. 
trade  that  are  now  exempt  from  licensing  are:    unmanufactured  tobacco, 
canned  chicken,  hops,  turpentine,  rosin,  sausage  casings,  infants  and 
invalids  foods,  essential  oils,  raw  cotton,  grains,  linseed  meal  and 
linseed  oilcake,  timber  and  timber  products,  and  vegetable,  flower, 
and  grass  seeds. 

The  only  agricultural  items  still  subject  to  licensing  control  are 
vegetable  oils  and  oilseeds,  including  soybeans.    And,  while  animal  _ 
products  are  exempt  from  licensing,  quarantine  regulations  will  restrict 
imports  of  these  commodities. 

JAPAN  BUYING  BURMESE  RICE 

Japan  signed  an  agreement  in  Rangoon  last  month  for  the  purchase  of 
1+5,000  tons  of  Burmese  rice  during  i960. 
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JAPANESE  USED  MORE  U.  S. 
TOBACCO  IN  1959 

Japanese  sales  of  major  brands  of  cigarettes  containing  U.  S.  leaf 
tobacco  rose  sharply  in  1959-    Sales  of  "Peace"— a  brand  containing  25  per- 
cent U.  S.  flue-cured— rose  to  12. 9  billion  pieces  last  year,  compared  with 
11.3  billion  in  1958.     "Hope"  increased  to  979  million  from  565  million  in 
1958.     "Hope"  is  a  filter-tipped  cigarette  containing  15  percent  U.  S.  flue- 
cured.    Sales  of  "Pearl",  which  contains  both  U.  S.  flue-cured  and  Burley 
were  up  from  2.2  billion  to  2.3  billion. 

The  gains  in  sales  of  these  brands  more  than  offset  drops  in  other 
brands  containing  U.  S.  tobacco.    Consequently,  consumption  of  U.  S.  leaf 
by  the  Japan's  Tobacco  Monopoly  in  1959  totaled  about  10.6  million  pounds  — 
up  20  percent  from  the  8.8  million  pounds  used  in  1958. 


CIGARETTES:    Japan,  sales  of  brands  containing  U.  S.  tobacco,  1959, 

with  comparisons 


Brands 

;  1956 

;  1957 

:  1958 

;  1959 

:  Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

:  pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

Peace  

Hope  1/  

Pearl  ,  

Fuji  

Hikari   j 

1/    Placed  on  sale  Julv 

:     7,092  : 

•   2,680  ! 

186  : 
8,658  : 

1  .    1 QS7 . 

9,989  : 
233  : 

2,171  : 
21^8  : 

6,293  : 

11,321 

565  : 
2,178  : 

21+0  : 
^,78ii  : 

12,897 
979 

2,250 
208 

3,687 

Japan  Monopoly  Corporation. 

Total  sales  of  all  cigarettes  in  Japan  in  1959  were  110. 7  million 
pieces— up  5.5  percent  from  the  10U.9  billion  sold  in  1958.    Another  incr 
is  expected  in  i960,  and  the  Monopoly  expects  to  increase  capacity  of  its 
cigarette  factories  by  10  percent  during  the  year. 

SWEDES    SMOKING  MORE  CIGARETTES 

Swedish  cigarette  consumption  rose  to  6,2Uo  million  pieces  in  1959— 
3  percent  more  than  the  6,065  million  pieces  in  1958. 

^ Sales  of  cigars  and  cigarillos  rose  from  157  million  pieces  to  162 
million.    Smoking  tobacco  consumption  gained  2  percent.    Although  snuff 
sales  dropped  2.5  percent,  they  were  the  largest  in  Europe--  about  2.6 
million  pounds  (.3  pounds  per  capita). 

Total  sales  value  of  all  tobacco  products  in  1959,  at  $217  million  \ 
5  percent  greater  than  the  1958  value.  ' 
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U.  K.  CIGARETTE  EXPORTS 
DOWN  13  PERCENT  LAST  YEAR 

The  United  Kingdom  exported  29.9  million  pounds  of  cigarettes  in  1959— 
13  percent  less  than  the  3^-5  million  pounds  exported  in  1958. 

Exports  to  Singapore,  the  major  market  in  1958,  dropped  30  percent  last 
year,  and  the  Malayan  Federation  replaced  Singapore  as  the  leading  export 
market  for  British  cigarettes.    Exports  to  Hong  Kong,  Persian  Gulf  Establish- 
ments, British  East  Africa,  West  Indies,  Sudan,  Libya,  French  Somaliland, 
Ethiopia,  France,  and  Belgium  increased  slightly. 

It  is  likely  that  U.  K.  cigarette  exports  to  both  Singapore  and  the 
Malayan  Federation  will  continue  to  decline  as  new  cigarette  factories  in 
those  areas  continue  to  expand  production.    Exports  of  cigarettes  to  other 
areas  have  generally  been  stable,  especially  where  consumers  prefer  high- 
quality  cigarettes. 

CIGARETTES:    United  Kingdom,  exports  by  country  of 
destination,  1957-1959 


Destination 

:   1957  ; 

1958  : 

1959 

:    1,000  : 
:    pounds  : 

1,000  : 
pounds  : 

1,000 
pounds 

1,1+12 

7,0^  : 

7,757  : 
1,832  : 

1,910 
1,606 

1,3^7 

5,855 
5,1+18 
±,Qlk 

1,765 
l,6kh 

.  1,^36 

■  :  1,262 

:  1,328 
:  1,178 
:  1,028 
:  1,088 
:  6I+9 
:  609 

\  l,k06 
:  1,21+0 
:  986 
:  909 
:  751 
:  ^57 

:  396 
:  1+68 
292 
:  365 
:  5,587 

':  1+08 
:  327 
:  309 
:  29I+ 

:  M52 

:  29,871 

Tobacco  Intelligence  (London). 
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MALAYAN  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  RISING 

In  the  first  8  months  of  1959;  "the  Malayan  Federation  produced  2.k  million 
pounds  of  cigarettes--13  percent  more  than  in  comparable  1958.    Cigar  and  cheroot 
output  was  unchanged,  hut  smoking  tobacco  production  declined  about  5  percent. 
Cigarettes  now  account  for  about  70  percent  of  the  tobacco  consumption  of  over  3 
pounds  per  capita. 

NEW  ZEALAND'S  1959  TOBACCO 
IMPORTS  SHOW  DECLINE 

New  Zealand  imported  7.5  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1959 — 
a  little  less  than  in  1958.    The  United  States,  as  usual,  was  the  principal 
supplier,  accounting  for  6.9  million  pounds,  or  92  percent  of  the  total.  This 
compared  with  9k  percent  in  1958 •    Imports  from  the  Rhodesias  and  Nyasaland,  the 
only  other  important  source  of  tobacco  supplies,  increased  from  350,000  pounds 
in  1958  to  ^30,000  pounds  in  1959. 

COLOMBIA  PLANS  INCREASE 
IN  AGRICULTURAL  OUTPUT 

The  Colombian  Government's  Planning  Department  has  indicated  that  by  I965 
Colombia  will  be  able  to  substitute  domestically  produced  agricultural  commodities 
for  sizable  quantities  now  imported. 

The  department  has  made  projections  not  only  of  substitution  goals  but  also 
of  import  needs.    Imports  of  wheat  flour,  cotton,  cereal  preparations,  and  certain 
oilseeds  will  be  substantially  reduced.    However,  Colombia  plans  to  increase 
imports  of  live  animals  for  breeding  and  will  continue  to  import  significant 
quantities  of  wheat,  wool,  copra,  and  cigarettes. 

TAIWAN'S  SUGAR  EXPORT 
QUOTA  INCREASED 

A  redistribution  of  sugar  quota  deficits  by  the  International  Sugar  Council 
has  increased  Taiwan's  export  quotas  by  93,6^2  metric  tons.    The  new  allotment, 
effective  April  1,  will  raise  Taiwan's  effective  export  quota  to  771,l)+2  metric 
tons . 

Under  a  clause  which  permits  special  consideration  for  nations  suffering 
from  national  disasters,  Taiwan  has  previously  requested  and  been  granted  a 
^0, 000-ton  quota  increase.    Taiwan  relies  on  sugar  exports  for  50  to  60  percent 
of  its  foreign  exchange  earnings. 

DRY  WEATHER  HURTS  TAIWAN  RICE 

Continued  dry  weather  may  seriously  reduce  Taiwan's  first  rice  crop  of  the 
year.    On  the  central  western  plain,  where  lack  of  irrigation  water  has  been 
most  pronounced,  the  area  planted  to  rice  is  substantially  below  average.  Like- 
lihood of  a  shortage  has  already  caused  rice  prices  to  rise. 


6 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  80,  No.  16 


AUSTRALIAN  DRIED  TREE -FRUIT 
PRODUCTION  INCREASED  IN  1959 

Australian  production  of  dried  tree-fruits  during  the  1959  season  in- 
creased substantially  over  earlier  years. 

Lower  prices  and  reduced  demand  for  canning  fruit  caused  a  sharp  in- 
crease in  the  dried  apricot  and  peach  packs.  The  larger  dried  prune  pack 
was  the  result  of  favorable  weather  in  the  major  producing  areas. 


TREE  FRUITS,  DRIED:  Australian  production,  "by  type  of  fruit, 
 verage  1952-56,  annual  1958  and  1959  


Type  of  fruit 

•    Average  ' 
:    1952-56  : 

1958  ; 

1959 

: Short  tons  ; 

Short  tons  • 

Short  tons 

• 

TOO 

300 

:  800 

2,000 

:  700 

:  1,100 

:  200 

:  200 

:  3,100 

:  3,600 

:  5,500 

:  7,200 

Exports  of  dried  apricots  and  prunes  registered  sharp  increases,  while 
dried  peach  exports  rose  materially.  Only  dried  apple  exports  failed  to 
increase  in  1959.  Increased  dried  apricot  exports  were  made  to  New  Zealand, 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  Canada.  The  major  purchaser  of  dried  prunes  was 
the  United  Kingdom,which  did -not  import  Australian  prunes  in  1958.  Com- 
petition with  California  dried  prunes  in  New  Zealand  was  reported  as  the 
reason  for  the  smaller  Australian  shipments  to  that  country  in  1959« 


TREE  FRUITS,  DRIED:  Australia,  exports  by  type  of  dried  fruits 
 and  country  of  destination,  1958  and  1959 


Destination 

•  Apples 

'  Apricots 

'  Peaches 

'  Prunes  \J 

:i958 

.1959 

:i958 

:1959 

:i958 

:1959 

il958 

:1959 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

United  States  

15 

'  7 

■  100 

119 

26 

9 

13 

:  13 
:  Ikk 

'  1 

71 

k66 
221  : 

32 

31 

216 

170 
692 
219 

376 
8  - 

1  : 

k 

375 
2 

55 
259  ' 
11  : 

^7  : 

1 

22  : 

lii 

38^  j 

167  i 

95  : 

851  : 

h22  • 

513  : 

330  : 

ip8i 

l/  Includes  both  boxed  and  canned  dried  prunes.     2j  Less  than  1  ton. 
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GHANA  OPENS  DOOR  TO 
DOLLAR  FARM  PRODUCTS 

Ghana  has  opened  the  door  to  most  farm  products  from  dollar  countries.  For- 
merly such  products,  except  wheat  flour,  required  specific  import  licenses  for 
each  shipment.    Now  all  except  unmanufactured  tobacco  can  be  brought  in  under  open 
general  license  as  result  of  an  announcement  March  19  of  a  relaxation  of  licens- 
ing requirements. 

Ghana  sold  the  United  States  $56  million  worth  of  agricultural  and  non- 
agricultural  products  in  1958,  and  took  $12  million  worth  from  this  country.  Of 
the  exports  to  the  United  States,  $^0  million  was  cocoa  beans.    More  than  one-half 
of  the  imports  were  agricultural,  mostly  wheat  flour,  tobacco,  and  rice— with 
smaller  imports  of  cereal  preparations,  meat,  dairy  products,  beer,  and  vegetables. 

COFFEE  DEVELOPMENT  PLANNED 
IN  NYASALAND 

The  Rhode sian  Selection  Trust  plans  to  provide  the  Nyasaland  Government  with 
L90,000  ($252,000)  to  start  an  all-African  coffee  growing  program  in  the  northern 
province  of  Nyasaland. 

About  equal  amounts  probably  will  be  spent  on  experimental  work,  construc- 
tion of  pulperies,  and  communications;  smaller  sums  expended  on  a  new  factory  and 
supervisors  and  consultants. 

Several  areas  in  the  northern  province  have  been  found  suitable  for  coffee 
and  small  amounts  have  been  grown  since  I95I+.    With,  favorable  natural  conditions 
and  adequate  manpower  available,  plans  are  to  boost  output  to  about  700  tons 
(12,000  bags)  by  1970.  There  is  reported  to  be  a  good  potential  market  for  coffee 
m  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland. 

ITALY  FIXES  i960  IMPORT  QUOTAS 
FOR  RUSSIAN  GRAIN 

A  recent  protocol  between  Italy  and  the  Soviet  Union  provides  for  Russian 
Tnci68  t0  Italy  dUring  calendar  !960  of  125,000  metric  tons  of  durum  wheat. 
protoco1  ca}led  for  deliveries  of  85,000  tons  and  the  1958  protocol  for 
o0,000  tons.    The  i960  protocol  also  calls  for  Russian  deliveries  during  i960  of 
15,000  tons  of  barley,  10,000  tons  of  oats,  and  50,000  tons  of  oorn. 

Although  Italy  is  more  than  self-sufficient  in  soft  wheat,  it  is  deficient 
in  durum.    The  1959  hard  wheat  crop,  mostly  durum,  is  estimated  at  1,539,000  tons 
compared  with  1,630,000  tons  in  1958.    Durum  wheat  imports  in  1958-59  totaled 

tons,  over  half  from  Syria  and  the  balance  in  about  equal  quantities  from 
Canada,  Israel,  and  Argentina.    The  government's  1959-60  price  support  for  durum 
wheat  ranges  from  8,050  to  8,550  lire  per  100  kilos  ($3.51  to  $3.72  per  bushel) 
depending  on  locality  of  production. 
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CUBA  DROPS  FLOUR  IMPORT 
CONTROL  ORDER 

The  Cuban  Government  on  March  k  suspended  its  order  of  October  28,  1959; 
under  which  importers  of  hard  spring  wheat  flour  had  to  purchase  at  least  an 
equivalent  amount  of  locally  produced  flour  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
November  l6,  1959)' 

U.  S.  S.  R.  MAY  BUY  WOOL 
IF  URUGUAY  BUYS  OIL 

The  Soviet  Union,  which  has  not  bought  any  Uruguayan  wool  this  season, 
has  reportedly  offered  to  buy  wool  if  Uruguay  will  buy  an  equal  amount  of  oil. 
The  U.S.S.R.  was  the  leading  buyer  of  Uruguayan  wool  the  last  2  seasons. 
Uruguay's  total  raw  wool  exports  in  1958-59  (October-September)  were  ll6  mil- 
lion pounds,  of  which  31  million  went  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Uruguayan  exports  this  season  were  held  up  awaiting  exchange  reforms  in 
December.    Shipments  of  raw  wool  in  the  first  5  months  of  the  1959-60  season 
were  25.3  million  pounds,  compared  with  66.2  million  pounds  a  year  earlier. 
In  January -February,  however,  shipments  were  near  the  level  of  the  previous 
season.    The  United  States  has  been  the  leading  buyer  this  season. 

U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTS  DOWN  IN  JANUARY 

U.  S.  imports  of  livestock  and  meat  products  in  January  were  down  sharp- 
ly from  a  year  earlier.  Imports  of  meat  dropped  21  percent,  wool  30  percent, 
cattle  hides  73  percent,  and  cattle  ^5  percent. 

Red  meat  imports  declined  from  78.5  million  pounds  in  January  1959  to 
62.5  million  in  January  i960.    January  imports  were  above  November  1959  but 
the  smallest  for  any  other  month  since  April  1958. 

The  25 -percent  decline  in  beef  and  veal  imports  was  due  primarily  to 
smaller  imports  of  South  American  cured  and  salted  beef.     Imports  of  fresh  and 
frozen  beef  were  also  smaller.    Data  on  inspection  for  import  indicate  that 
beef  and  veal  imports  in  February  were  less  than  in  January.  Smaller  beef 
imports  have  been  predicted  as  domestic  cattle  slaughter  continues  above  last 
year's  levels.    Beef  imports  reached  a  new  high  in  1959,  with  imports  in  10 
of  the  12  months  greater  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1958. 

Entries  of  cattle  from  Mexico  in  January  were  much  below  a  year  earlier, 
but    entries'  from  Canada  were  greater. 

Carpet  wool  imports  were  down  sharply  from  the  very  high  level  of  1959, 
reflecting  a  buildup  of  U.S.  stocks.    Hide  imports  continued  to  decline 
following  an  increase  in  domestic  supplies  and  lower  prices. 
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LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  imports  of  selected  items,  annual  1958  and  1959 
January  1959  and  i960,  with  percentage  change 
(Product  weight  basis) 


Commodity          :  1958     :  1959      PeJCent  \_J^H_J  Percent 
 :  :  ;     change  ;    ^9    i    ±96o      .  change 

;  1,000     :  1,000    :  :  1,000    ;    1,000  ; 

:  pounds    :  pounds  :  Percent  :  pounds  ;    pounds  :  Percent 

Red  meats:                    :  :  ;  "  "  •  :  : 

Fresh,  frozen,          ;  :  :  ;  :  : 

canned  and  cured     :  :  :  :  :  : 

beef  and  veal  :  477,821  :  626,249:      +31  :    42,574;    39,345  :  -8 

Other  meat  if  :  141,402  ;  96,099:      -32  :    12,985:2/  2,199  :  -83 


Total  beef  &  veal  :    619,223  :    722,348:      +17      :    55,559:    41,544  :  -25 


Pork  :    182,750  :    174,946:       -4     :    18,404;    15,057  :  -18 

Mutton  :     17,17k  :     47,349:    +175     :      3,841;     3,974  :  +3 

Lamb  :       6,802  :       9,455:      +39     :         710:      1,914  :  +170 


Total  red  meat....:    825,949:    954,098:      +16     :    78, 514:    62,469:  -21 


Variety  meats  :  2,127  :  2,295:  +8  :  138:  112  :  -19 

Sausage  casings:           :  :  :  :  :  : 

Sheep  and  goat  ;  4,858  :  4,486;  -8  :  201;  377  ;  +88 

Other  natural  :  11,410  :  10,112:  -11  :  986:  860  ;  -13 

*  •  •  #  t  » 

Wool  (clean  basis)       ;  :  ;  :  ;  ; 

Dutiable  :  67,081  :  100,521:  +50  :  9,556;  8,379  ;  -12 

Duty-free  :  122,587  :  191,521:  +56  :  20,250:  12,428  :  -39 

Total  wool  :  189,668  :  292,042:  +54  :  29,806:  20,807  :  -30 


*  *  »  •  • 

;  1,000  ;  1,000      ;  ;  1,000    ;  1,000  ; 

;  pieces  :  pieces    ;  ;  pieces  ;  pieces  ; 

Hides  and  skins:           ;  :  :  :  :  : 

Cattle  ;          417  :  1,025;  +146     ;  92;  25  ;  -73 

Calf  and  kip  :           908  ;  1,566:  +72      ;  224;  57  ;  -75 

Sheep  and  lamb  :     26,582  :  34,273;  +29     ;     1,905;     1,977  :  +4 

Goat  and  kid  :     19,550  :  25,4l4:  +30     :      2,576:      1,627:  -37 

Live  cattle  j/( Numbers jl, 152,407  :  708,755:  -38      :    85,911!    46,617  :  -46 


1/  "Other  meat,  canned,  prepared,  or  preserved",  mostly  salted  boneless  beef 
from  South  America,  during  1959. 

2/  Includes  1,340,000  from  Ireland  and  435,000  from  Denmark. 
3/  Includes  cattle  for  breeding. 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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TALLOW  SHORTAGE  IN  BPAZIL 

Brazil's  eoap  manufacturers  are  interested  in  importing  tallow  to  meet 
a  shortage  resulting  from  a  drop  in  cattle  slaughter  during  the  last  half  of 
1959.    They  state  that  they  need  kk  million  pounds  in  the  next  few  months 
and  imports  may  continue  if  costs  are  not  prohibitive. 

At  present,  landed  costs  are  high  because  tallow  is  in  the  "Special 
Import  Category"  subject  to  a  high  rate  of  exchange— 525  cruzeiros  per  U.S. 
dollar.     In  addition,  a  duty  of  80  percent  of  the  value—calculated  at  186 
cruzeiros  per  U.  S.  dollar— is  assessed  on  imports.    Soap  manufacturers  have 
petitioned  government  authorities  to  place  tallow  in  the  "General  Import 
Category"  at  a  much  more  favorable  exchange  rate  of  215  cruzeiros  per  U.  S. 
dollar.    They  feel  import  costs  would  not  be  prohibitive  at  this  rate. 

AUSTRALIAN  BEEF  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.  S.  IN  MARCH 

Four  ships  left  Australia  during  March  with  1, 1+35, 8^0  pounds  of  frozen 
beef  for  the  United  States. 


Destination  l/  : 

Quantity 

Ship  ' 

Sailing  date  : 

(pounds ) 

Pioneer  Star  : 

March  10 

New  York 

^90,560 

Philadelphia 

kk,800 

'  Boston 

22,U00 

Chicago 

100,800 

Monterey 

March  25 

:  Los  Angeles 

:  199,360 

:  San  Francisco 

:  168,000 

Himalaya 

:  March 

:  Los  Angeles 

:  29,120 

Kristin  Bakke 

:  March 

:  San  Francisco 

:  199,360 

:  Seattle 

■         181,  MK) 

l/    Cities  listed  indicate  location  of  purchasers,  and  are  usually  also 
the  port  of  arrival  and  general  market  area  for  the  meat;  in  some  in- 
stances, meat  may  be  diverted  to  other  areas  for  sale. 


Additional  quantities  to  those  reported  for  the  Mariposa  in  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  April  11,  i960  are:  Los  Angeles— 56,000  pounds,  San 
Francisco- -71, ^00  pounds. 

Ships  scheduled  to  leave  Australia  for  the  United  States  in  late  March 
were:  Port  Montreal --67, 200  pounds;  Port  Lincoln --3, 6^0, 000;  Anna  Bakke -- 
302 , hOO;  Port  Launceston— 362 , 880 . 
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NEW  ZEALAND  MEAT  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U,  S.  IN  APRIL 

Six  vessels  are  scheduled  to  sail  from  New  Zealand  during  April  with 
20,608,000  pounds  of  meat  for  the  United  States.    Most  of  the  cargo  is 
destined  for  the  East  Coast. 

The  ships  and  their  scheduled  sailing  dates  are:    Port  Huon,  April  9, 
(East  Coast);  Hertford,  April  23  (East  Coast);  Whangaroa,  April  29  (East 
Coast);  Indian  Reefer,  April  ll+  (West  Coast);  Mariposa,  April  27  (West 
Coast);  and  Orsova,  April  26  (West  Coast). 

U.  K.  REVISES  LIVESTOCK 
SUPPORT  PRICES 

The  United  Kingdom  has  revised  its  support  prices  on  livestock  for  the 
current  year  beginning  March  28.    Support  prices  for  hogs  were  increased 
slightly  from  last  season;  fat  cattle  prices  remain  unchanged,  but  prices 
of  slaughter  sheep  and  lambs  were  reduced  slightly. 


Class 

1959-60     ;  1960-61 

Fat  cattle  (per  pound;  liveweight)  

:  Equivalent 
U.S.  cents 

22        :  22 
32         :     i/  32 

Fat  sheep  and  lambs  (per  pound,  carcass  weight) 
Fat  pigs  (per  pound  carcass  weight)  

1/    Quality  premiums  are  not  included  as  in  previous  years. 


The  new  supports  should  maintain  the  present  rate  of  expansion  in 
cattle  numbers  and  beef  production,  but  will  discourage  lamb  and  mutton  out- 
put.   Revisions  in  support  levels  are  expected  to  encourage  hog  production, 
particularly  bacon  types. 

The  British  Government  grants  direct  support  payments  to  farmers  on 
livestock  sold  for  slaughter.    Support  payments  are  equal  to  the  difference 
between  the  average  free  market  price  and  the  weekly  support  price.  However, 
should  market  prices  rise  above  supports,  producers  pay  the  government  the 
excess . 

Weekly  support  prices  for  hogs  take  into  consideration  the  average  cost 
of  hog  rations.    Meat  prices  are  kept  relatively  low,  and  meat  production  is 
maintained  at  unusually  high  levels.    Although  the  United  Kingdom  is  by  far 
the  largest  meat  importer  in  the  world,  domestic  production  has  continued 
to  account  for  a  larger  share  of  total  consumption  almost  every  year  since 
the  end  of  World  War  II. 


(Continued  on  following  page) 
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In  addition  to  the  direct  payments  on  slaughter  stock,  producers  may 
qualify  for  production  payments  under  the  "hill  sheep,"  "hill  cattle,"  and 
"calf  rearing"  programs.    Under  these  programs,  eligible  farmers  receive 
flat  payments  on  each  breeding  cow  or  ewe  maintained  during  the  year  and  on 
each  calf  raised.    These  payments  are  designed  to  encourage  use  of  grass, 
fodder,  and  homegrown  feeds,  and  to  hold  down  imports  of  feed  grains. 

Quality  premiums  to  be  paid  on  bacon  carcasses  this  year  are  the  same 
as  last  year --2. 1  cents  per  pound  carcass  weight  for  the  AA  grade  and  l.k 
cents  for  AA.  However,  this  year  the  quality  premiums  will  be  in  addition 
to,  rather  than  included  in,  the  guaranteed  payments  for  hogs.  In  effect, 
the  addition  of  the  quality  premium  will  add  about  one-fourth  cent  per 
pound  to  the  guaranteed  price  of  32  cents  per  pound. 

i960  CHILEAN  DRIED  FRUIT 
PACKS  FORECAST 

Chile's  i960  dried  prune  pack  is  estimated  at  5,400  short  tons  by  the 
Chilean  Prune  Growers  Association  (Asprocica).    The  decrease  of  400  tons 
from  the  large  1959  pack  is  attributed  to  drought  and  wind,  as  well  as  the 
relatively  high  prices  prevailing  for  the  fresh  fruit.    Average  (1953-57) 
production  is  4,500  tons. 

Prune  stocks  on  hand  April  1,  i960,  are  estimated  at  1,800  tons,  com- 
pared with  1,600  tons  a  year  earlier. 

The  forecast  for  dried  peaches  (pitted  basis)  is  the  same  as  last 
year's  pack— 1,500  short  tons.    Raisins  and  apricots  are  also  unchanged,  at 
800  and  200  tons,  respectively. 

Exports  of prunes  in  i960  are  forecast  at  3,300  tons  or  about  the  same 
as  estimated  for  1959-     In  1958,  Chile  exported  3,027  tons  of  prunes:  1,692 
tons  to  the  United  Kingdom;  59^  tons  to  Denmark;  572  tons  to  Germany;  142 
tons  to  Italy;  and  25  tons  to  Peru.    Exports  of  the  other  dried  fruits  are 
negligible. 

The  export  price  for  new-crop  prunes  is  reported  as  $381  per  short  ton 
for  size  60/70. 

IRANIANS  DROP  FREIGHT  SUBSIDY 
ON  FRUITS  AND  NUTS 

On  March  21,  the  Iranian  Government  canceled  the  subsidization—in- 
stituted last  fall— of  railroad  freight  rates  for  export  shipments  of  dried 
fruits  and  nuts.    The  subsidy  was  equivalent  to  approximately  $14.25  per 
short  ton  on  shipments  from  Tabriz,  a  major  shipping  center  for  dried 
fruits  and  nuts  to  Khorramshahr,  on  the  Persian  Gulf. 
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The  subsidy  was  equivalent  to  approximately  $1^.25  per  short  ton  on  ship- 
ments from  Tabriz  (a  major  shipping  center  for  dried  fruits  and  nuts)  to 
Khorramshahr,  on  the  Persian  Gulf.    This  reduced  the  normal  freight  rate  from 
$18.00  to  only  $3.75  per  short  ton  for  the  800-mile  trip.    Truck  rates  are 
normally  much  cheaper  than  the  railroad — averaging  about  $11.85  per  ton  for  the 
Tabriz -Khorramshahr  run.     Consequently,  fruits  and  nuts  do  not  travel  by  rail 
unless  subsidized. 

I960  BRAZIL  NUT  CROP  FORECAST 
LARGER  THAN  1959 

The  i960  Brazil  nut  harvest  is  forecast  at  35,000  short  tons,  unshelled 
(including  1,000  tons  of  Bolivian  production  marketed  through  Brazil).  This 
season1 s  forecast  is  about  11,000  tons  above  the  estimated  1959  harvest  of 
2^,000  tons  but  still  below  the  ^3, 500-ton  I958  crop.    Average  (1953-57)  pro- 
duction is  38,800  tons. 

The  i960  forecast  by  regions  is  as  follows:  State  of  Para,  17,500  tons; 
State  of  Amazonas,  9, 500  tons;  territories  of  Amapa,  Rondonia,  Acre,  and  Rio 
Branco,  7*000  tons;  and  from  Bolivia,  1,000  tons.    Some  trade  sources,  however, 
believe  that  the  i960  crop  could  reach  38,000  tons.    Deliveries  to  Belem  from 
the  Tocantins  River  region  have  been  delayed  k  to  5  weeks  due  to  the  present 
low  level  of  waterways. 

In  mid-March,  prices  for  unshelled  Brazil  nuts,  f.o.b.  Belem,  were  reported 
from  12  to  16  cents  per  pound,  while  kernels  were  quoted  at  58  cents  per  pound. 
Exports  of  Brazil  nuts,  shelled  and  unshelled,  in  1958  and  1959  were  as  follows: 


Destination 


Shelled 


1958 


1959 


Unshelled 


1958 


1959 


;Short  tons 

Argentina                                  :  3 

Australia  :  2k 

Canada  :  130 

Germany,  West  :  185 

United  Kingdom  :  2,020 

United  States  :  3  870 

Other  :  0 

Total  :  6,2^2 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


30 
6k 
30 
896 
1,885 
0 


827 

"£51 

k,6o6 
12,201 

7,639 
158 


£,.9.05 


25.882 


320 

530 
1,986 
6,198 
5,5^6 

28 


1U.608 


VEST  PAKISTAN  SUGARCANE 
CROP  DAMAGED  BY  FROST 


Extensive  frost  damage  to  the  sugarcane  crop  in  the  Peshawar  Division  of 
West  Pakistan  has  cut  production  of  white  sugar.    The  government  therefore  has 
reduced  the  rationed  sugar  quota  per  person  from  2  pounds  per  adult  per  month 
to  !■§•  pounds. 
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COFFEE  AGREEMENT  SETS 
THIRD - QUARTER  QUOTAS 

The  International  Coffee  Agreement  on  April  2,  i960,  fixed  suggested 
export  quotas  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  1959-60  marketing  year  (April-June 
i960).    The  total  of  the  suggested  export  quotas  for  the  3-month  period  is 
7,5^6,975  hags  of  132,276  pounds  each.    A  quota  of  8,525,988  hags  was  fixed 
for  the  January-March  i960  period,  while  the  Octoher-Decemher  1959  quota  was 
8,259,i|88  hags. 

The  directors  of  the  Coffee  Agreement  also  approved  a  resolution  author- 
izing the  Promotion  Committee  to  cooperate  in  the  promotion  of  coffee  in  Europe 
and  other  parts  of  the  world.     In  addition,  a  committee  comprised  of  one  memher 
each  from  Colomhia,  Brazil,  El  Salvador,  Mexico,  and  Portugal  was  authorized 
to  visit  the  Malgache  Republic  (Madagascar),  Cameroun,  Kenya,  Uganda, 
Tanganyika,  Angola,  and  the  Belgian  Congo  in  July  to  gain  first-hand  knowledge 
of  the  coffee  situation  in  those  countries. 

AGREEMENT  REACHED  ON 
DANISH  SUGAR  BEET  PRICE 

After  extended  negotiations,  the  Government  of  Denmark  and  the  growers 
have  now  agreed  upon  a  price  for  1960-crop  sugar  beets.    The  basic  price  is 
to  be  the  equivalent  of  about  $10.50  per  short  ton.    This  is  approximately  3 
percent  higher  than  the  1959  price  but  2  percent  lower  than  the  1958  price. 

The  10-year  concession  granted  by  the  government  to  the  Danish  sugar 
industry  was  to  have  expired  this  April  30,  but  has  been  extended  for  another 
year  to  allow  more  time  to  reach  agreement  upon  the  kind  of  tariff  protection 
and  domestic  price-adjustment  system  to  be  established  when  the  concession 
expires . 

INDIA  IMPORTING  EGYPTIAN  RICE 

India  will  import  100,000  metric  tons  (2.2  million  cwt.)  of  rice  from  the 
United  Arab  Republic  (Egypt),  under  an  agreement  signed  in  New  Delhi  on  March 
21.     Shipments  will  begin  in  April  and  end  in  July.    Payments  for  the  imports 
will  be  in  non-convertible  Indian  rupees  which  will  be  used  to  purchase  jute, 
tea,     and  certain  other  Indian  items  not  traditionally  imported  by  Egypt. 

BRAZIL  AUTHORIZES  WHEAT 
IMPORTS  DUTY  FREE 

Brazil  has  authorized  imports  of  2  million  metric  tons  of  wheat  free  of 
duty  during  calendar  i960,  according  to  the  Diario  Official  of  February  13 . 
The  imports  can  be  made  only  by  the  Foreign  Trade  Department  of  the  Bank  of 
Brazil  or  by  other  agencies  appointed  by  the  government. 
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THAI  RICE  EXPORTS  AHEAD 
IN  JANUARY-FEBRUARY 


Rice  exports  from  Thailand  in  January-February,  at  4, 619,000  cwt. 
(100  pounds)  of  milled  rice,  were  752,000  cwt.  more  than  in  the  first  2 
months  of  1959.    Principal  destinations  were  Malaya-Singapore,  Hong  Kong, 
and  Indonesia. 


THAILAND :    Milled  rice  exports,  by  country  of  destination, 
January-February  I960,  with  comparisons 


Country  of 
destination 

: 

:  Average 
:  1951-55 

|  1957 

:  1958 

••  1959 
!  ^ 

• January-February 
1/ 

• 
• 

:  1959 

:  I960 

• 
• 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  cwt. 

'•  cwt. 

:  cwt. 

:  cwt. 

:  cwt. 

:  cwt. 

Asia: 

• 
• 

Arabian  Peninsula 

:  157 

:  2,302 

!  1,741 

:  2,962 

i  686 

:  599 

:  1,272 

t  1,102 

i  1.215 

i  170 

i  139 

Ceylon  ........... 

162 

>  771 

»  4 

>  U 

:  0 

:  185 

!    4,240  : 

:  3.787 

i       562  ! 

828 

99  : 

i  4 

:      2/  : 

;           0  : 

•  o 

:  3,937 

:    2,884  i 

.  1.Z89 

!  0 

i  707 

:    3,226  ! 

.  1.598 

:    1.98Z.  ! 

2 

!  2 

!      939  J 

1/  i 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

Malaya-Singapore  . 

.:    8,927  : 

10,309  ! 

8,192  : 

9,376  : 

1,581  i 

;  1,446 

«  y  « 

1,382  : 

677  : 

:      2/  : 

Sit 

0  : 

:  0 

2,306  : 

1,038  : 

2/  i 

0  : 

:  0 

284  : 

133  i 

539  : 

106  : 

158 

Europe: 

•  4 
• 

72  : 

50  s 

44  : 

7  : 

4 

109  J 

134  : 

77  i 

40  : 

7 

1,147  : 

943  : 

557  : 

287  : 

210 

574  s 

1,014  : 

437  : 

136  : 

90 

397  : 

192  : 

7  : 

1 

Africa: 

•  « 

French  West  Africa 

:       139  : 

44  : 

157  : 

U  i 

u  I 

u 

58  : 

164  : 

186  : 

11  : 

16 

706  : 

410  : 

1,222  : 

229  : 

170 

113  : 

294  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

234  : 

614  : 

590  : 

5J  O  : 

5/  57 

Total   

34,741  : 

25,132  : 

24,262  : 

3,867  : 

4,619 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  If  any,  included  in  "Other  Asia".  2/  Tess  than  500 
cwt.    LJ  If  any,  included  in  "Other  Africa".    $J  Mostly  to  Oceania. 


Compiled  from  official  and  trade  sources. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA  HAS 
RECORD  RICE  SURPLUS 

British  Guiana's  record  surplus  of  milled  rice  for  export  in  i960  is  esti- 
mated at  1,500,000  cwt.   (100  pounds),  according  to  the  Overseas  Review  (London). 
About  1,3^5,000  cwt.  are  expected  to  he  bought  under  contract  by  The  West  Indies, 
and  155,000  cwt.  are  available  for  other  markets.    Previous  record  rice  exports, 
in  1959,  were  1,260,000  cwt. 

Jamaica  has  agreed  to  buy  89,600  cwt.  of  white  packaged  rice  from  British 
Guiana  in  place  of  the  same  quantity  of  that  type  previously  imported  from  other 
sources.    Also,  according  to  Jamaica's  press,  rice  grown  in  Jamaica  will  be 
packaged  for  the  first  time  next  year.    The  machinery  needed  will  be  imported. 

In  1959-60,  British  Guiana's  rice  acreage- -when  the  spring  crop  is  counted— 
will  probably  approach  200,000  acres,  or  17,000  acres  more  than  the  previous 
largest  acreage  of  1958-59-    Production  is  forecast  at  k, 150,000  cwt.  of  rough 
rice,  compared  with  last  year's  bumper  crop  of  3,750,000  cwt.,  and  average  out- 
put from  1953-5^  through  1957-58  of  approximately  2,900,000  cwt. 

U.  S.  MOVES  FORWARD  WITH 
WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  March  exports  of  U.  S.  wheat  and  flour, 
at  56  million  bushels,  were  the  largest  in  any  single  month  with  the  exception 
of  April  1951,  when  they  totaled  59  million  bushels. 

Approximately  37.5  percent  of  the  March  exports  (or  21  million  bushels) 
went  to  India  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  ^0.    Although  July-March  exports  to 
India  are  well  below  the  95  million  bushels  exported  during  the  first  9  months 
of  1958-59,  the  total  for  the  year  will  probably  exceed  the  121  million  bushels 
shipped  in  1958-59* 

Total  wheat  exports  during  July-February  1959-60  were  6  million  bushels 
above  the  229  million  bushels  exported  during  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 
The  increase  showed  up  largely  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  Africa,  with 
significantly  larger  exports  to  Brazil  and  Egypt.    These  gains  more  than  offset 
sizable  declines  in  wheat  shipments  going  to  Europe  and  some  Asiatic  countries, 
although  exports  to  Pakistan  were  almost  double  those  a  year  earlier. 

Flour  exports  during  July-February  1959-60  were  1^  percent  above  the  52 
million  bushels  (grain  equivalent)  exported  during  the  first  8  months  of  the 
previous  season.    Exports  to  Egypt  increased  by  9  million  bushels  and_to 
Indonesia  by  3  million.     Other  countries  taking  more  flour  were  Bolivia,  Italy, 
and  Ceylon.     In  contrast,  there  were  substantial  reductions  in  exports  to 
Venezuela  and  the  Philippines,  where  new  flour  mills  are  operating. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination 
July-February  1958-59  and  July-February  1959-60 


July-February  1958-59 


Country  of 
destination 


Wheat 


Flour  1/:  Total 

 :  


Western  Hemisphere:  : 
British  West  Indies  ...: 

Central  America   : 

Cuba  : 

Bolivia  : 

Brazil   : 

Colombia   : 

Peru  : 

Venezuela  : 

Others   : 

Total  :" 

Europe:  : 

Austria  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  ....: 

Finland   : 

Germany,  West  : 

Greece   j 

Italy  s 

Netherlands   : 

Norway  : 

Poland  s 

Sweden  • 

United  Kingdom  : 

Yugoslavia  : 

Others  : 


1,000  : 
bushels  : 

18 
858 
3,101 

16,382 
1,9H 
3,947 
1,601 
1,156 


28,977 


805 
3,172 

278 
13,693 
1,492 

5,782 
2,271 
9,499 
2,076 
16,860 
11,216 
2j416 


1,000 
bushels 

1,972 
2,888 
1,785 
294 

495 
436 
2,231 
2,735 


12,836 


1,000 
bushels 

1,990 
3,746 
4,886 
294 
16,382 
2,409 
4,383 
3,832 
3,891 


July-February  1959-60 


Wheat 


Flour  1/ 


41,813 


1,000 
bushels 

45 
1,722 
3,166 

25,024 
394 
3,111 
5,730 
2,430 


41,622 


36  : 
13  : 

391 
1,093 
4,069 
2,532 

559 

162  : 
20  : 
2,465  : 
2,852  : 

522  : 


T°tal  :    69,560  :  14,714 


841 
3,185 
278 
14,084 
2,585 
4,069 
8,314 
2,830 
9,661 
2,096 
19,325 
14,068 
2,938 


1,240 
2,023 

8,180 
128 
546 
3,887 
1,460 
10,127 

37  « 
12,191 
8,619 
2,299 


1,000 
bushels 

1,259 
2,415 
1,447 
1,381 
25 
397 
225 
252 
2,647 


10,048 


Asia:  : 

Ceylon   : 

India   

Indonesia   : 

Israel  : 

Japan  • 

Jordan  : 

Korea  •  • .  t 

Lebanon  • 

Pakistan  • 

Philippines  : 

Saudi  Arabia  : 

Taiwan  (Formosa)   : 

Turkey  • 

Vietnam,  Laos  and  : 

Cambodia  : 

Others  : 

Total  s" 

Africa: 

Canary  Islands  : 

Egypt  : 

Nigeria  j 

Tunisia   s 

Union  of  South  Africa  : 

Others  : 

Total   j" 

Oceania , . ,  

Unspecified   s 


79,699 

4,887 
19,879 
184 
6,841 
1,738 
7,702 
470 
56 
4,672 
1,003 


840  : 


84,274  »  50,737 


127,971 


1,757 

35 

2/ 
118  : 

1,693 

437 
1,342 
1,580 

171 
6,567 
1,448 

559 


2,103 
1,460 


2 

975 
1,521 


2,498 


World  total  1/  :  229,006 


19,270 


1,757 
79,734 
2/ 
5,005 
21,572 
621 
8,183 
3,318 
7,873 
7,037 
1,504 
5,231 
1,003 

2,103 
2.300 


147,241 


1,163  s  1,165 

992 


17 
3,709 


4,? 


24 
31 


51,764 


5,230 


7,387 


24 
31 


280,770 


61,916 
10 
5,499 
17,733 
1,484 
5,701 
407 
14,407 
655 
46 
6,223 
6,732 


1,733 


122,546 


1,596 
13,997 

1,854 
1,097 
2,043 


20,587 


235,492 


93 
11 

341 
1,672 
5,586 
2,491 

265 

449 
40 

492 
2,042 
1,141 


Total 


1,000 
bushels 

1,304 
4,137 
4,613 
1,381 
25,049 
791 
3,336 
5,982 
5,077 


51,670 


14,623 


2,468 
27 
2,767 

130 
1,904 

530 
1,124 
2,211 

227 
3,081 
1,578 

750 
34 


1,448 
1,535 
19,814 


4 

10,770 
1,379 
37 

2/ 
2,345 


14,535 


30 


y  ^i^.S^t.%triESnoraqSSS?'  2J  Less  than  500  bushels' 


1,333 
2,034 

8,521 
1,800 
6,132 
6,378 
1,725 
10,576 
77 
12,683 
10,661 
3,440 


65,360 


2,468 
61,943 
2,777 
5,629 
19,637 
2,014 
6,825 
2,618 
14,634 
3,736 
1,624 
6,973 
6,766 

1,448 
3,268 


142,360 


1,600 
24,767 
1,379 
1,891 
1,097 
4,388 


35,122 


30 


59,050  :  294,542 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  K.  REDUCES  GRAIN 
SUPPORT  PRICES 

The  following  support  prices  for  i960  grain  crops  in  the  United  Kingdom 
were  announced  on  March  10.    There  is  a  reduction  from  last  year  of  8d.  (9.3^) 
per  cwt.  for  wheat,  and  of  3d.   (3»5fO  per  cwt.  for  barley  and  oats,  hut  no 
change  for  rye. 


Grain 

1959  price  i 

3960  price 

:  Per 

cwt . 

Per  bushel 

Per 

cwt . 

Per  bushel 

.  Td. 

$2.07 

:  26s 

.  lid. 

:  $2.03 

.  Od. 

:  1.7^ 

:  28s 

.  9d. 

:  1-73 

.  5d. 

:  1.10 

:  27s 

.  2d. 

:  1.09 

.  7d. 

:  1-53 

:  21s 

.  7d. 

:  1.52 

Growers  receive  deficiency  payments  at  the  end  of  the  marketing  sea- 
son equal  to  the  difference  between  the  average  price  actually  received 
and  the  guaranteed  price.     In  the  case  of  wheat  and  rye,  the  deficiency  is 
paid  on  the  basis  of  the  quantity  sold.     In  the  case  of  oats  and  barley, 
the  deficiency  per  cwt.  is  converted  to  a  deficiency  payment  per  acre  by 
multiplying  the  deficiency  by  the  average  yield  per  acre  during  the  5  pre- 
ceding years,  less  a  deduction  of  7.5  percent  for  tailings,  screenings, 
unsound  grain,  and  waste. 


SUDAN  HAS  RECORD  COTTON  CROP 

The  1959-60  cotton  crop  now  being  harvested  in  Sudan  is  expected  to 
reach  635,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross).    This  would  be  11  percent  above 
last  season's  573,000  bales,  and  3  percent  more  than  the  previous  record 
of  617,000  bales  in  1956-57- 

All  of  this  year's  increase  is  in  extra-long  staple  varieties,  pro- 
duction of  which  rose  to  610,000  bales  from  52^,000  bales  in  1958-59-  The 
opening  of  the  second  phase  of  the  Managil  Extension  in  the  Gezira,  plus 
larger  plantings  on  private  estates,  boosted  the  area  planted  to  extra-long 
staples  (all  irrigated)  to  a  record  755,000  acres— up  19  percent  from 
63I+  000  acres  in  1958-59.    Present  plans  call  for  further  expansion  of  extra- 
long  staple  acreage  as  additional  phases  of  the  Managil  Extension  are  com- 
pleted, although  a  scarcity  of  farm  labor  may  be  a  handicap. 

Production  of  American-type  (upland)  cotton,  mostly  raingrown,  is 
estimated  at  25,000  bales,  compared  with  ^8,000  bales  in  1958-59-  The 
196  000  acres  planted  to  upland  cotton  this  season  was  22  percent  below 
last  season.    Lower  cotton  prices  last  season  caused  some  farmers  in  upland- 
type  producing  areas  to  shift  to  alternative  crops. 
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Improved  demand  for  extra-long  staple  cotton  beginning  in  the  spring  of 
1959  was  reflected  in  increased  export  sales  and  rising  prices  of  Sudanese 
cotton  in  the  latter  part  of  1958-59-    The  improvement  continued  into  this 
season.    Exports  during  the  first  4  months  (August -November )  of  this  season 
totaled  234,000  bales,  compared  with  92,000  in  the  same  period  a  year  earli 
The  following  5  countries  took  77  percent  of  the  total  cotton  exported  from 
Sudan  in  August -November :    the  United  Kingdom,  India,  France,  West  Germany 
and  Italy.  J' 


er , 


Although  prices  for  Sudanese  cotton  on  world  import  markets  have  declined 
somewhat  in  recent  weeks,  they  are  still  well  above  the  unprecedented  lows  of 
March  1959.     Sudanese  Sakel  G5  and  Lambert  G5  prices  averaged  about  42.19  and 
39.60  cents  a  pound,  respectively,  c.i.f.  Liverpool,  in  March  i960,  compared 
with  29.1+3  and  27. 12  cents  in  March  1959. 

Cotton  consumption  this  season  is  expected  to  remain  at  the  1958-59  level 
of  5,000  bales.    However,  domestic  use  promises  to  increase  in  coming  years 
as  one  new  cotton  mill  is  now  being  built  and  construction  is  slated  to  begin 

tl0Tt,ll  ^°n°therS;    C°tt0n  St°CkS  °n  July  31'  1960 >  ^  be  slightly  below 
the  195,000  bales  on  hand  August  1,  1959. 

IRAN'S  COTTON  PRODUCTION  AND  USE 
EXPECTED  TO  REACH  NEW  HIGH 

Iran's  1959-60  cotton  crop,  now  estimated  at  330,000  bales  (500  pounds 
grossj,  will  set  a  new  record  for  the  third  successive  year.    This  season's 
crop  is  3  percent  above  the  320,000  bales  grown  in  1958-59,  and  IS  percent 
above  the  287,000-bale  average  of  the  past  5  seasons. 

The  record  crop  is  attributed  to  a  4-percent  acreage  increase-from 
640  000  acres  in  1958-59  to  665,000  acres,  and  to  favorable  weather.  Pro- 
duction may  decline  in  I96O-61  because  dry  weather  this  winter  made  soil 
moisture  conditions  less  favorable. 

Consumption  is  also  expected  to  reach  a  new  peak  in  1959-60,  and  may  be 
about  20  percent  above  the  115,000  bales  used  last  season.    Mill  facilities 
are  being  expanded,  and  installation  of  new  equipment  will  bring  total  mill 
capacity  to  640,000  spindles  and  12,300  looms,  a  large  number  of  looms  also 
are  used  m  village  industries. 

Exports  of  145,000  bales  in  the  first  6  months  (August -January )  of  the 
current  season  were  ^  percent  above  the  94,000  bales  shipped  a  year  earlier. 
Destinations  by  country  are  not  available  for  the  1959-60  period,  but  manor 
destinations  last  season  were:  United  Kingdom,  France,  Czecohoslovakia,  U.S.S.R. 
fSa?An  nnlyl  f      ^  Germany«    Total  1959-60  exports  will  probably  exceed 
the  190,000  bales  shipped  last  se^on,  but  exportable  supplies  may  be  smaller 
next  season  in  view  of  the  larger  needs  of  Iran's  expanding  textile  industry. 
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Prices  of  Iranian  cotton  have  been  about  steady  on  world  import  markets  in 
recent  weeks.    On  March  31,  Iranian  SM  l-l/l6  inches  and  M  l-l/l6  inches  were 
quoted  at  30.^2  cents  and  28.66  cents  a  pound,  respectively,  c.i.f.  Liverpool. 
Cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  i960,  may  be  considerably  below  opening  stocks  of 
^,000  bales  on  August  1,  1959,  as  a  result  of  larger  exports  and  rising  con- 
sumption. 

U.S.  COTTON  EXPORTS  CONTINUE 
AT  FAVORABLE  LEVEL 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  February  i960  were  839,000  running 
bales.    Although  February  exports  were  2k  percent  below  the  large  volume  of 
1,109,000  bales  shipped  in  January,  they  were  about  k  times  the  February  1959 
level  of  211,000  bales. 

Exports  during  the  first  7  months  (August -February)  of  the  1959-60  season 
totaled  Ik 0^8,000  running  bales—almost  2l\  times  the  1,6^-7,000  bales  shipped 
in  the  corresponding  period  last  season.    Comparable  figures  in  500-pound  gross 
weight  bales,  and  destinations  of  the  August -February  1959-60  exports  will  be 
published  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  when  available. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  SOYBEANS  AND 
OILSEED  PRODUCTS  CONTINUE  LARGE 

Record  quantities  of  U.S.  soybeans  and  oilseed  cakes  and  meals  moved  abroad 
during  October-February  of  1959-60.    And  while  exports  of  edible  oils  were  up 
sharply  from  the  year  before  they  were  one -fifth  below  the  record  October- 
February  1956-57  exports. 

Soybean  exports  continued  heavy,  reaching  a  record  68.6  million  bushels -- 
almost  13  million  more  than  the  previous  record  set  a  year  earlier.    Most  of 
the  increase  was  in  shipments  to  Europe,  particularly  the  Netherlands,  Denmark, 
France,  and  Italy.    However,  exports  to  Japan,  the  major  market,  and  to  Canada 
also  increased  substantially. 

Exports  of  edible  oils  (cottonseed  and  soybean  oils)  were  over  ^0  percent 
larger  than  in  the  first  5  months  of  the  previous  marketing  year,  but  were  20 
percent  below  the  record  62h.k  million  pounds  shipped  in  October-February  1956-57- 

Although  this  season's  edible  oil  shipments  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law 
h-Qo  declined  over  one -third  from  shipments  through  February  last  season,  this 
drop  was  sharply  offset  by  an  increase  in  sales  for  dollars.    Cottonseed  oil 
exports  were  almost  3J  times  those  of  the  comparable  months  last  year,  while 
soybean  oil  exports  were  not  quite  one-fourth.    The  sharp  increase  in  U. S.  oil 
exports  to  West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  more  than  offset  the  marked  decline 
in  soybean  oil  shipments  to  Spain  and  Poland.    Moreover,  much  larger  quantities 
of  oil,  particularly  cottonseed,  were  shipped  to  Turkey,  Pakistan,  Morocco,  and 
Iran. 
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Exports  of  oilseed  cakes  and  meals  were  more  than  double  the  tonnage  ex- 
ported through  February  1959*    Cottonseed  meal  exports  were  almost  25  times 
the  quantity  shipped  a  year  earlier;  linseed  meal  exports  were  almost  h  times 
those  of  last  year;  and  soybean  meal  exports  increased  by  more  than  half.  Con- 
tinued heavy  sales  to  northern  Europe  accounted  for  the  record  volume  of  exports. 


SOYBEANS,  EDIBLE  OILS,  AND  OILSEED  CAKES  AND  MEALS:     U.S.  exports, 

year  beginning  October  1,  1957    and  1958, 
 October-February  1958-59  and  1959-60  


Item 

'  1957-58  ' 

1958-59 

October-February 

1958-59  1/ 

1959-60  1/ 

:  Million  i 
:  bushels  : 

Million 
bushels  ' 

Million  : 
bushels  : 

Million 
bushels 

 :      85.5  : 

110.1 

55.8 

68.6 

Edible  oils: 

•  < 

:  Million 
:  pounds 

80^  0 

2^8.0  ; 

Million 
pounds 

Q30  1+ 
1+0^.2 

Million 

;  265.2 
85.9 

Million 

jJ\J  U.1J.U.O 

20^.3 
296.6 

• 

1,33^.6 

351.1 

500.9 

.  1,208.6 

612.2 

753.2 

Cakes  and  meals: 

•  « 

:  1,000 
:  short 
:  tons 

 :  7.2 

 :  5.9 

:  1,000 
short 
tons 

X  512.2 
27.3 
31.2 

.   1,000  • 

short 
tons 

:  2^3.8 
:  h.Q 
12.5 

1,000 
short 
tons 

373.2 

117.9 
^7.2 

• 

:  58lfO 

:      262. k 

538.  k 

2,608.7 

1.321.U 

1,612.1 

l/  Preliminary.  2/  Includes  peanut  cake  and  meal  and  small  quantities  of  other 
cakes  and  meals. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 

BARBADOS  TO  BAN  IMPORTS 
FROM  SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  local  government  of  Barbados,  The  West  Indies,  was  reported  on  April  5 
to  be  taking  preliminary  steps  to  ban  imports  of  South  African  goods.    Last  year, 
Barbados  imported  $58,600  worth  of  goods  from  South  Af rica--mainly  corn,  canned 
fruits,  canned  fish,  wheat  "shorts,"  peanut  butter,  and  wines. 
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PHILIPPINE  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL 
EXPORTS  UP  ONE-HALF  IN  FIRST  QUARTER 

Philippine  copra  and  coconut  oil  exports  in  January-March  were  134,476  long  tons,  oil  basis, 
a  gain  of  over  one-half  from  the  first  quarter  of  1959.    Copra  exports  of  194, 329  tons  were  up 
two-thirds  while  coconut  oil  shipments  were  off  16  percent  to  12,049  tons.    Exports  of  desiccated 
coconut  totaled  10,068  short  tons,  a  gain  of  nearly  30  percent  from  those  of  January-March  1959. 
The  copra  export  price  in  mid- April  was  about  $197.00  per  long  ton  f.o.b.  Philippine  ports.  Local 
buying  prices  were  reported  at  39.00  to  40.00  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($198.13  to  $203.21  per  long 
ton)  resecada  Manila  and  35.00  to  40.00  pesos  ($177. 8l  to  $203.21)  in  producing  areas. 


COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 

March  and  January-March  1959  and  i960 


:  March 

January-March 

^ouxr&ry  01  destination  . 
—  —  — 

1959  1/ 

:        I960  1/ 

1959  1/ 

I960  1/ 

: 

Long  tons 

;      Long  tons 

Long  tons 

:      Long  tons 

COPRA  : 

* 

North  America:  : 

30,985 

;  22,050 

:  63,229 

:                73, 385 

(   ) 

(     —  ) 

(   ) 

:             (     — ) 

130,905  ; 

(22,050  ) 

(03,229  ) 

:  (73,385) 

30,985 

22,050 

s  63,229 

73,385 

South  America:  : 

3,466 

10,750 

6,372 

13; 652 

Europe:  : 

— 

500 

500 

i  3,500 

4,500 

>             — -- 

10,830 

4,750 

-— — 

1  ~~r 

:  1,000 

1,500 

12, 100 

29, 254 

66, 550 

1,000 

500 

•  4,000 

.Qtvq  "in  * 

2,650 

500 

2,650 

Optional  discharge  2/..: 

3/  8,550 

379 

3/  24,350 

6,000 

24,800 

45,463 

106^800 

Asia:  : 

492 

1,500 

1,500 

492 

40,451 

57,600 

116^564 

194,329 

COCONUT  OIL  : 

North  America:  : 

3,862  ! 

2,862  : 

13,026  : 

12,049 

(  3,438  )  : 

(  2,862  )  ! 

(11,603  ) 

(11,403) 

(     424  )  : 

<     ul-  >  ! 

(  1,423  ) 

(  646) 

3,862  , 

2,862 

13,026 

12,049_ 

Europe:  : 

573 

1,370  : 

573 

1,370  : 

4,435 

2,862  ! 

14,396 

12,049 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  West  Germany,  Netherlands,  Denmark,  or  Sweden. 
37  Includes  5,700  tons  to  "Europe  unspecified". 

Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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110)1  A  ANNOUNCES  ADDITIONAL 
PEAIUT  EXPORT  QUOTA 


India  announced  on  March  26  an  export  quota  of  20,000  long  tons  of  HPS 
(hand-picked-select)  peanut  kernels.    Exports  can  be  made  by  established 
exporters  through  June  i960.    However,  because  of  the  smaller  crop  this  year 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  28)  and  high  domestic  prices,  the 
entire  quota  may  not  be  exported. 

Export  quotas  released  on  the  1959-60  peanut  crop  now  total  U2,000  tons. 
A  2,000-ton  quota  for  HPS  peanuts  in-shell  was  announced  October  28^  1959 
and  a  20,000-ton  quota  for  HPS  peanut  kernels  was  announced  on  November  28 
1959.  ' 

India's  shelled  peanut  exports  in  recent  years  have  been  as  follows  in 
long  tons:  (with  unshelled  shown  in  parentheses):  1957— none  (l  900 )•  1958— 
36h  (2,672);  1959  (January-October)  12,1+00  (lO,68l). 

CHILE  SETS  MINIMUM  PRODUCER 
PRICE  FOR  SUNFLOWER  SEED 

A  minimum  guaranteed  price  to  sunflower  seed  producers  has  been  set  by 
the  Chilean  Government  for  the  i960  crop.     It  will  be  equivalent  to  138.5 
percent  of  the  guaranteed  price  for  1960-crop  wheat.    The  set  price  for 
sunflower  seed  is  9.5  percent  above  that  of  1959  and  is  equivalent  to  h  5 
cents  per  pound  f.o.b.  Santiago  for  April  deliveries,  with  small  monthly 
increases  as  the  season  progresses. 

Although  the  minimum  price  is  above  that  of  the  previous  season  the 
ratio  of  sunflower  seed  prices  to  wheat  prices  was  lowered.     In  recent  years 
sunflower  seed  prices  have  been  set  at  1^5  percent  of  wheat  prices  to 
encourage  oilseed  producers  to  meet  domestic  demand  for  edible  oils  Pros 
pects  for  i960  indicated  that  Chile  would  be  self-sufficient  in  production 
of  oilseeds  for  edible  oil  production  this  year. 

MADAGASCAR'S  AGRICULTURAL 
OUTLOOK  BRIGHTENS 

Agricultural  production  in  the  Malgache  Republic  (Madagascar)  is  ex- 
pected to  recover  somewhat  this  year  from  the  disastrous  cyclone  of  earlv 
1959- 

Ri?J  ProsPects  are  especially  good.     The  government  recently  estimated 
I960  paddy  rice  production  at  1,250,000  metric  tons,  50,000  tons  more  than 
the  record  crop  of  1958.    Rice  has  become  one  of  the  most  valuable  export" 
crops.     Coffee  is  the  most  valuable,  but  vanilla  exports  are  increasing 
steadily  in  value.     Coffee,  rice,  vanilla,  sugar,  and  cloves  accounted  for 
two-thirds  of  the  Republic's  exports  by  value  in  1958. 


(Continued) 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Official  Business 


POSTAGE  AND  FEES  PAID 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Coffee  production  fur  i960  is  preliminarily  estimated  by  the  govern- 
ment at  50,000  metric  tons,  against  56,000  tons  in  1958.    The  reduction  is 
Residual  loss  from  last  year's  cyclone.    Vanilla  output  is  estimated  at 
"fln      nq    about  60  tons  below  1958,  also  the  result  of  cyclone  damage, 
iverage  i.o.T priceTper  kilogram'for  vanilla  in  the  Malgache  Republic  have 
TeZlv  tripled  in  the  last  1+  years,  and  nearly  60  percent  of  the  world's 
TnilL  Spply  comes  from  there,    ihe  U.  S.  took  90  percent  of  Malgache '  s 
vanilla  exports  in  1958.     Cotton  production  is  forecast  at  l+,bOO  bales 
(500  lb.);  60,000  bales  is  the  goal  by  1970. 

A  quota  of  3,800  tons  of  Maryland  tobacco  has  been  set  for  export  to 
France  between  August  and  October  i960.    A  gradual  shift  to  production  of 
flue-cured  types  is  planned,  and  a  new  purchase  agreement  was  signed  on 
Julv  21    1959,  between  the  Malgache  Republic  and  SEITA  (French  Tobacco  and 
Match  Monopoly)  to  effect  this  shift.    The  Republic  also  plans  to  increase 
^1  diversify  other  agricultural  production  and  try  to  make  its  large  cattle 
numbers  more  profitable. 

Peanut  production  is  forecast  at  ^0,000  tons  for  i960,  with  ^5  percent 
for  export!    Expansion  is  planned  for  black  pepper  (T08  metric  tons  produced 
in  1958)!    Tea  and  cocoa  production  will  be  further  encouraged  on  the  moist 
east  coast  and  in  the  Sambirano  area.    The  island  hopes  to  expand  sugar 
production  so  that  systematic  exports  of  ^-0,000  to  ^5,000  tons  of  raw  and 
rained  sugar  will  soon  be  possible.    Higher-yielding,  disease-resistant 
canes  adaptable  to  mechanization  have  been  introduced. 

Formal  proclamation  by  France  of  the  independence  of  the  Malgache 
Republic  is  scheduled  for  June  1960,  but  the  island  will  retain  its  member- 
ship in  the  French  Community  and  tight  economic  and  defense  ties  with 
France . 
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